454                    TARENTUM CAPTURED.

Hannibal moved up -nearer the city at the appointed time,
marching in such a way that his approach would seem to be
nothing more than a raid of light troops, such as were con-
stantly occurring. He had ten thousand chosen troops under
his command, and had covered his advance with Numidians
who should seize or kiE all peasants or others who could

convey the news of Ms coming. The Roman garrison-com-
mander sent out a small body of horse to meet the Numidians,
who were taken for mere foragers, and received word from
prisoners captured that Hannibal was still in his camp.

At night Hannibal moved up to the gate called Temenis
(now Porta di JSTapoli), which faced northwest towards the
mainland; this was opened by his friends, who killed the Eo-
man sentinels on duty, while another small party did the like
at another gate. Leaving two thousand horse outside, Han-
nibal marched into the market-place, and dividing two thou-
sand Gauls of his force into three parts, sent each of these
under conduct of a friendly Tarentine into a different part
of the city, with orders to cut down all Eoman soldiers, but
to treat the citizens with honor. Aroused by the noise, the
Eoman garrison assembled, and ascertaining that the city
had been captured, hastily withdrew in squads to the citadel,at the policy of
